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• Some slides from “Fail your PhD with confidence!”

• By Martin Greenhow



7 ways to success
• You must really want a PhD!

• Don’t underestimate what’s needed 

• But also, don’t overestimate what’s needed

• Having a good supervisor (but thinking s/he is no good!)

• Having a (testable) ‘thesis’

• “a statement or theory that is put forward as a premise to be 

maintained or proved”

• Completing before taking a job (not always fatal)



7 more ways to success
• Keep a positive mind

• Avoid getting side-tracked (teaching/other interests)

• Don’t under-value your research

• But also don’t see it as trying to find a solution to a 

problem

• See it as a professional qualification in being a researcher

• See it as an investment in yourself

• Don’t go into hiding



Get off to a good start. By the end of year 1

• Have a good idea about what your project will involve(!)

• Have read the background, review & original papers and be 
(very) familiar with the relevant aspects of the discipline

• Have attended courses 

• Have produced a draft map of chapter contents and how they 
relate to one another (but this is not set in stone)

• Have started a week-by-week log book

• Have completed a chapter

• Have given a presentation to other PhD students/staff

• Have been appraised! 







Meetings with supervisors
• Keep in touch regularly

• E-mail, telephone, meetings

• Formal meetings at least once a month

• Your responsibility to arrange times & dates



Keep a record



Familiarise yourself with the regulations









…….





Options B & C







What is a viva like?
• Normally 2 hours

• Examiners will have lots of notes and bookmarks in your 

thesis – don’t be put off

• Bring your thesis(!), a pen, and notes

• Can be highly enjoyable

• Examiners will make you wait to hear the outcome






